LCTS (2019-20) and Empty Homes Survey
Appendix 1 - Charts to show resident response

Consultees were asked three questions:

The government has said pensioners on a low income must be given full protection
from the implications of the Local Council Tax Support (LCTS) scheme. Uttlesford's
current scheme also protects vulnerable and disabled people on a low income and
carers on a low income. Do you agree with this?

Q3a.Protection for vulnerable and disabled people
and carers on a low income
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In the past few years the level that working age recipients in Uttlesford contribute towards their Council Tax bill has been
set at 12.5%. This is the lowest contribution of any council in Essex.

For each 2.5% of increase the LCTS recipient(s) will need to pay, on average, an additional £38 of Council Tax each year.
The cost to the council of keeping the rate at 12.5% would be approximately £204,000. For each 2.5% increase recipients
have to pay, the cost of the scheme for the council would reduce by approximately £3,958.

Should the council keep the rate at 12.5%?

Q3b. Keeping the contribution rate for
working age recipients at 12.5%
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Since 1 April 2013, councils have been allowed to charge a 50% premium on properties that have been empty and
unfurnished for two years or more. The purpose of this is to bring empty homes back into use and help address the
housing shortfall. Uttlesford District Council already charges the maximum premium allowed.

From 1 April 2019, councils will be allowed to increase the premium to 100% — this means homeowners will be paying
double Council Tax on a property if it is left empty after two years rather than one and a half times Council Tax as they
have to at the moment. Should the council increase the premium on properties that have been empty and unfurnished for
2 years or more to 100% of the council tax?

Q3c. Increasing the Council Tax premium on empty
properties to 100%
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